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decares that ** the Council of Soldiers hereby assumes
the direction of the soldiers of the Warsaw district;
under its direction the existing military authorities shall
continue their functions/' A joint decree of the Berlin
Government, the Navy Soviet, and the Air Service
Soviet enjoins that all Navy and Air Service officers shall
retain their rank, that demobilisation shall take place only
on their orders, that where Soldiers' Councils have been
formed, they shall " rigorously " support their officers
in maintaining discipline.*

Later on, in many more important ways, those who
made the Revolution were anxious to emphasise this
idea that there should not be too great a break with the
past. Such an idea is strong in the minds of those men
who lay value on the past, on tradition* The Germans
before the war were very fond of pointing to this
characteristic of theirs; they called themselves " an
historically minded people/' The events of the
Revolution partly bear this out. Unless impelled by
some very violent emotion, the Germans show themselves
disinclined to disturb what exists. A curious instance of
this occurred later on* At Gotha, one of the principal
cities of Thiiringen, an active quarrel broke out in 1920
between the Independents and the rest of the parties on
the Town Council on the education question* The
Independents, forseeing their defeat, tried to retire

* Some of these Soldiers' Councils were under the influence of
the officers.